HIMSS Interoperability Showcase News Release Tips                                                                                                         A news release is an excellent way to gain publicity while telling your story. Many editors of trade industry publications are often looking for stories and ideas for articles. Your news release may lead to such an article and lead, as well, to media coverage for you.  

While you often hear that public relations provides “free publicity,” a more accurate way to look at public relations relates to “paid” or “earned” placements.  

· A “paid” placement is an advertisement.  

· A news release is an “earned” placement because your story earned that space in the publication based on its news value and without payment for the story.

Much of the work has already been done for the news release in this Interoperability Showcase Promo-in-a-Box Package. However, to customize it for the most effective use of it, here are some tips to consider.
News release writing tips:

· Use facts related to the topic and of interest to the target audience 

· Put the most important information about the topic in the first paragraph with                         supporting information to follow. 

· Answer WHO-WHAT-WHERE-WHEN-WHY-HOW in the first

            paragraph of the release.

· Follow the news release style when writing the release                




 (see sample news release that follows here).

· Keep the release simple, succinct and focused on the facts.

Public relations tips:

· Make the news release newsworthy; describe why the media or consumer should care about you.

· Describe your product in layperson’s terms; avoid technical jargon.

· Provide the benefits your product offers to the healthcare IT industry. 

· Include a link to your Web site for more information on the product.

When using quotes, they should: 

· Be from a corporate spokesperson that represents or knows the product.  

· Be succinct and direct.

· Summarize what people will find at your booth.

Distribute your news release:

· On your corporate Web site and in your company’s publications
· To key trade reporters 

· To local business, health or technology reporters
· To key clients
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ABC Company Brings Healthcare IT Solutions to HIMSS09 Interoperability Showcase
CITY, State (Date) – The electronic medical record will become reality when ABC Company of City, State, demonstrates its healthcare information technology (IT) solution at the HIMSS09 Interoperability Showcase.  The Showcase will be part of the 2009 Annual Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS) Conference & Exhibition from         April 4-9, 2009, in Chicago, Ill. 
The ABC Company will be participating in the Showcase with its (product name).  The product addresses the needs of healthcare IT customers for (1- to 2-sentence description).  
Attendees can also visit ABC Company’s at booth # to continue to follow and access their health records. They will be able to see how ABC Company incorporated IHE - and thus interoperability - into the name of product. 
   
The 2009 Interoperability Showcase will be set up as a HIMSS Health Information Exchange- (HIE) based environment, where patient health information is exchanged electronically across different healthcare settings.  These clinical scenarios with enhanced privacy and security will be enabled by the standards-based Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE) International framework and the demonstration will also include the Health Information Technology Standards Panel (HITSP) Interoperability Specifications. .
-more-
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For the first time, several high-profile U.S. federal and state agency initiatives will showcase the exciting progress that they have made toward health information exchange across different healthcare systems. 
     
The more than 50 vendors - including ABC Company - and more than 70 clinical information systems will come together to build this secured HIE that supports a patient-centric clinical workflow.  Many of the vendors participating in the Showcase will also be demonstrating connectivity at their booths. 

The HIMSS09 Showcase will include:

· Secured health information exchange 

· Patient care devices
· Health information exchange (HIE) with multiple inpatient and ambulatory vendor products including patient care devices

· Personal health record (PHR) solutions

· Financial and administrative systems for billing and claims attachments

             Visit the ABC Web site at www.______________ to learn more about ABC Company’s solutions for healthcare IT and management systems.                                                                       

            To find out more about the HIMSS09 Interoperability Showcase, go to http://himssconference.org/exhibition/interop.aspx on the HIMSS Web site.  
Visit www.himssconference.org/ for more information on the 2009 Annual HIMSS Conference & Exhibition.
About ABC Company   (insert company boilerplate)
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